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         The original Tome of Horrors was gifted to the world in 2002, quickly following were two more Tomes' worth of monstrous goodies. In 2011 we updated them for the Pathfinder Roleplaying Game as "The Tome of Horrors Complete."

As a reward for your great appreciation we are proud to present to you this all-new installment of the Tome of Horrors series!

GMs rejoice!

Players—don't be afraid...be VERY afraid.
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				The Tome of Horrors 4 is a decent book for any collection. I'll go over some pros and cons and then overall.


Pros


1. There are a lot of decent monsters here of a variety of challenge ratings and types which are easily usable in any campaign (not too campaign specific). Oozes, plants, constructs, they are all here in fairly equal amounts.


2. They have nice color pictures of every monster. This is a big plus for me as I scan and make counters of the monsters. This one fact has kept me from buying other monster books from other publishers and this one. Color is king for me. The art was all done by the same artist who has a style reminiscent of the planescape series though I'm not sure if it is the same person. It ranges from very good to somewhat stylized for certain tastes.


Cons (and these are somewhat picky)


1. Whoever designed these monsters was very centered on spiders, snakes, scorpions, rats and monkeys. Especially the first two. These creatures are always frightening on a base level but it is too easy to make another spider, snake or variation without it starting to get a little boring. Look for new monster archetypes other than spider and snake.


2. No animal companions rules. We get some regular animals and dinosaurs but nothing is provided for animal companions which is kind of sad since that is always done in all the bestiaries. It could have been a table in the back (if I missed this I apologize).


3. More text. Some of the pages have a lot of space that could have been filled up with descriptive text about the monsters. Even if it was just fluff to explain how the monster feels and hunts it is space that could have been filled. I'm always wanting to read a bit more about the monsters.


Overall: I'm glad I got this book. It has a lot of what I like and while not all the monsters were hits with me, the vast majority were by like 95%. I recommend it to anyone who likes monsters.
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             I see this on the pre-order list.


Will it include the PDF?  I like having PDFs in one place.
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             I'd guess they'll offer a combo once Paizo has the PDF available; I pre-ordered it from Frog God directly and got both :)


Edit: Though I think the Frog God folks ought to get some pointers from Paizo; their PDFs are kinda slow in comparison.
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             In the past, Frog God has granted PDFs to those that have bought the print edition. The final decision rests with them. :)
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             Me: Uh, I've already got one, you see. 


Cosmo: What? 


Sebastian: He said he's already got one! 


Cosmo: Are you sure you've got one? 


Me: Oh yes, it's very nice!
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             I love the Crimson Death being in this! Since when D&D made it lose the copyright? Awesome picture too.


The creatures I don't like are mostly creatures with Ghoul, Greater, Lesser or Shadow put behind or before them, ghoul ape, ghoul rat ect ect.
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             And.... Bogught!  Thanks for the follow up Liz! :-)
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             Anyone mind sharing what the players races are and what they're like? Do they have that weird "two levels of monstrous humanoid" thing that some of the races from "TOH Complete" did?
 

          

        

      

    
  


              
                
  
    
      
        
  

  



        	
              
                
                
                
                
                
                   Valantrix1 
                
                
                
                
                
              
              
            	
              
                 Sep 20, 2013, 10:31 am 
              
              
                
              
            


        

         
 
        
          
            	
                  
                    
                        
                        
                    
                    
                  
                


          

          
            
              
              
                
                   
	
		
	
 
                
                
              
            
             gbonehead wrote:
 I'd guess they'll offer a combo once Paizo has the PDF available; I pre-ordered it from Frog God directly and got both :)


Edit: Though I think the Frog God folks ought to get some pointers from Paizo; their PDFs are kinda slow in comparison. 

This is exactly why I won't buy anything else from them. I'm blind and have to use the accessibility functions of Adobe Reader, so sometimes their PDF's won't even open at all for me. Which is down right annoying when you spend good money on something that doesn't work. So I'm done. 
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             So... is there any more information available about what's actually in this book?  The copy at the top sort of reads like: "We're glad you liked our other stuff!  Buy this one, you'll love it." 


Only, I haven't bought the other stuff yet either and would like to know more about what comes in this one.


What's the monster count?


How many and what are the new templates?


How many monsters at what CR's?


How many player races and what type?


Things like this are what I'd like to know rather than, "Here, buy this."
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             Seconding what James said.  


I do actually have Tome of Horrors Complete and it's great, but what's in this book?  I know it's full color, but what kind of creatures are there?
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             The new O HD races are the 


Sciuran (Squirrel-folk) 


Talorani (aquatic humanoids that are descendents of merfolk and sea elves)


Xothotak (Jungle dwelling cannibalistic pygmies)


Kthulhu has the list of monsters; it's a pretty even mix of all the regular types (oozes, undead, vermin, etc).


The pdf is a pretty good value for the number of monsters you get. My biggest problem is that a large chunk of those monsters seem rather repetitive and generic, and some would be just better as templates. Reading through the book there were far fewer monsters that grabbed me and made me want to use them, when compared to the Tome of Horrors complete (Which granted has the benefit of being a much larger book with monsters invented over a larger time period). 


Also I would perhaps say that emphasizing the book being in color wasn't a great idea. There is only one illustrator for the book, and while some monsters look awesome, his style is repetitive, which doesn't help the generic feel of some creatures. On top of that, some of the artwork in the book is arguably worse than Tome of Horrors Complete, and the repetitive use of some color schemes (Dark Blue shading to purple specifically) doesn't help. Higher quality black and white artwork would have been a better investment.
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             Oh, thank you very much Kthulhu and MMCJawa.  I appreciate this.


Now as soon as I can get medic release to return to work and repair the financial damages 3 weeks with no paycheck has done, I will give this some serious consideration.  I have I currently have more than 20 monster books and am always looking for more.  And more... and more...


I need counseling.
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             I just purchased it... OMG the colors ^_^
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             Is anyone else having trouble getting the Pdf to work with abode or is it just me?
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             I love the green sheen of this book.  Quality product inside and out!
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